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EYFS Subject Knowledge and Pedagogy Collaborative Project

Information and Expression of Interest
The current focus of NCETM work on teaching for mastery has been aimed at Primary / Secondary age phases.  This has led to schools and practitioners questioning what a teaching for mastery approach might mean for younger children and how to adapt the current curriculum to support effective transition from Reception to Year 1.  There is currently a tension between the ELG and Yr 1 expectations that may lead to younger children accelerating through mathematical concepts as opposed the deepening their thinking. The work undertaken in this project seeks to ensure firm mathematical foundations are developed and embedded ready for Year 1 learning and beyond. 

We are now looking for schools to take part in this programme.

About the programme
We are looking for schools to commit to sending the same 2 members of their EYFS team – one teacher and one nursery nurse/learning support/teaching assistant to our workgroup sessions.  During the sessions, they will learn about the progression within key areas of Early Years mathematics i.e Cardinality, Composition, Change, Comparison using the principles and pedagogies of EYFS best practice to ensure that all children are provided with access to deep mathematical learning across the environment. They will appreciate what a Teaching for Mastery approach is and how their practice is developing aspects of this to support effective transition. 

The training comprises of four sessions. Three of the sessions will be full day collaborative working group time with the forth session being school based.

Session 1: Spring Term 1  
This session will focus on one aspect of Maths in EYFS – Cardinality. Participants will identify progression and then further break this down into the articulation of small developmental steps. They will identify misconceptions with this aspect and how these can be addressed through appropriate representations and structures. Participants will focus on scaffolding the learning and modelling the mathematics, identifying how the adult can work with groups to scaffold mathematics through structure and representations
Gap Task: Under one of the key concepts, participants will plan an adult scaffolded activity (to share with the group during session 2). They will identify the structures and representations used to embed the mathematical understanding.  

Session 2: Spring Term 2 
Participants will feedback from the gap tasks and share professional learning. They will develop the subject knowledge from Day 1 and identify how a good understanding of the composition of numbers can support children to develop deep number sense. Participants will explore what characteristics of learning children show and how these can be used to support assessment. Opportunities will be provided to analyse the key concept and the characteristics of what a child working at depth might be challenged with.
Gap Task: Under one of the key concepts, participants will plan an adult scaffolded activity (to share with the group during session 2). They will identify the structures and representations used to embed the mathematical understanding.  

Session 3: Summer Term 1 
Practitioners will have the opportunity to take part in a Teacher Research Group. This will involve and observation in another setting with the opportunity to unpick an adult led session.
There will also be the opportunity to explore early mathematic recordings, what these tell us about a child’s understanding of mathematical concepts and how to create real life reasons for young children to record their mathematical understanding.


Session 4: Summer Term 2
Presentations of ‘What Worked Well’ will take place including a discussion around key themes and implications for future practice. There will be the expectation that the school will also send the Maths Lead and/or an SLT representative to support the school to plan for the sustainability of the work carried out in the workgroup to continue to develop into the future. There will be a collation for exemplification materials and an opportunity to focus on their role in leading the other adults within the classroom and wider provision to develop their capacity to support mathematics learning and teaching across the team and school

Benefits of taking part
This is a fantastic opportunity for schools to:
· develop specialist subject knowledge of mathematics in EYFS.
· engage in professional discussion around the small steps in learning within EYFS.
· have the opportunity to work with other foundation stage practitioners to share good practice.
· access resources shared as part of the project and involvement in the creation of new materials.

Staff will gain:
· A deep understanding of the principles and pedagogies related to teaching for mastery;
· Effective teaching, planning and assessment which support a teaching for mastery approach;
· A set of resources that they can use to aid children’s understanding.
· Increased confidence in themselves and increased confidence in teaching of mathematics.
· Enhanced mathematics subject knowledge with a particular emphasis on progression within EYFS mathematics;
· A deep understanding of the principles and pedagogies related to teaching for mastery;

For the children involved in the programme:
· a developed use of structured representations so that pupils are supported with fully exploring (and / or articulating)  their mathematical ideas
· a development of the range of mathematical opportunities provided which is reflected across the wider setting
· promotion of a positive attitude towards mathematics, so that all children all children demonstrate a willingness to ‘have a go’



Expectations of participants
Participants will be expected to:
· Participate in all four sessions.
· Undertake gap tasks.

Costs 
All costs of the training and resources will be covered by the West Yorkshire Maths Hub.  We will not however be able to cover the cost of release time for the staff taking part.

Expression of interest
Please complete and return the expression of interest form below to wymathshub@trinitytsa.co.uk by Friday 26th October 2018. If you require further information about the project, please contact us at the same address. 

























	










The NCETM EYFS Subject Knowledge and Pedagogy Collaborative Project
-Participant Expression of Interest Form
(Please complete and return to wymathshub@trinitytsa.co.uk  by Friday 27th October 2018

School details
	Name of school
	

	Address
	

	School URN
	
	Telephone
	

	Head Teacher
	
	E-mail
	



Details of nominated staff
	Teacher
	

	E-mail
	

	Nursery Nurse/ Learning Support/ Teaching Assistant
	
	E-mail
	



Background of school
	Include (approx. 100 words) Ofsted grade, steps taken towards a mastery approach, staff mindset etc

	



Commitment to collaborative project
	Include (approx. 100 words) Why have you chosen to nominate the above participants? What is each participant’s role in school? Will the participants be based in EYFS next year? Will the Maths Lead / SLT representative be able to support EYFS to complete gap tasks in school and will they be able to attend session 4?

	


Head Teacher support
To enroll on this programme you must secure your school’s recommendation and support. Please note that, in the event of you not attending all training and completing the gap tasks, you will not be eligible for the resources and you may be charged for any costs incurred.

Confirmation of school commitment (electronic signatures) 
If the nominated staff are chosen to participate in the project, we understand and commit to the following expectations for him/her:
· Participate in four full day training sessions.
· Undertake gap tasks in their own settings and in other settings including the opportunity for participants to be supported by Maths Lead / SLT representative in school
· To have a commitment to remaining in their current EYFS setting next academic year to ensure full impact
· Maths Lead / SLT representative to attend the final session to support the sustainability of the work carried out during the year

	Head Teacher 
	



(Note: When the EoI form is e-mailed to wymathshub@trinitytsa.co.uk, please copy your head teacher in for confirmation of their electronic signature.)
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